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To the Right Honourable 
Iz oO H Mb 
Earl of Buckinghamſhire, 


BARON of Blickling in the County of 
Norfolk, One of the Gentlemen of the 
Bedchamber to his Majeſty, and One: of 
His Majeſty's moſs Honourable Privy- 
Conners. i | 
My LORD, 

OBILITY and elevated Rank in 
Life never recommend themſelves 
more to the Notice and Eſteem of the 

World, than when they concur to yield 

Protection to Works calculated for gene- 

ra] Utility; and among thoſe more imme- 

diately ſo formed, I preſume an approved 

Method tor teaching expeditiouſly the no- 

ble Art of ShoRT-Haxp Writing, may 

be allowed to claim no inconſiderable 


Share of the Public Regard. 
| The 


1 
The Honour your Lordſhip has done 


me, in permitting me to prefix your re. 


ſpectable Name to this New and Improved 
Edition of my Brachygrephy, effectually 
anticipates all further Recommendations 
of it. Indeed, I always thought Self. 
Boaſting a very inſufficient Teſtimony of 
the ſuperior Excellence of any Perform- 
ance; therefore, whatever Degrees of Me- 
rit other Attempts of this Nature may be 
thought to poſſeſs, it abundantly contents 
me, that I am ſo happy as to be favour- 
ed with your Lordſhip's Patronage of the 
following Work. | 

That your Lordſhip may long live an 
Honour to your Country, and your Me- 
mory to lateſt Time be truly honoured 
by it, is, my Lo R p, the unfeigned Wiſh 


Tour Lordſbip's moſt dutiful, and 


Obedient humble Servant, 
1010 % „ | 


Thomas Gurney, 
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To Mr. GU R NF Y on his Short- Hand 


Writing. 


N ACRED to irduliry and deathleſs fame, 
For ever, Gurney, live thy gentle name! 
Nor leſs efteem'd ſhall live thy wond'rous art 


nat ſpeaks the latent thought, or paints the heart. 


Pale ſtudy waſtes no more the midnight oil, 
O'er tedious tomes coniuming endleſs toll ; 


Thy pen ſhall catch th' idea from the ſoul, 


And give the mind in living ſtreams to roll. 
Go, bid the Chian bard's poetic fire 

To the ſmall limits of a page retire: 

To the ſmall limits of a page reſtrain 

The gentler numbers of the Mantuan ſwain. 
Co, Gurney, friend to ſcience, and defy 
The pow'rs of envy, bid her arrows fly: 
The ſhieid of merit ſhall repel the blow, 
And her own tortures curſe the daſtard foe. 


Cirifi's Hoſpital, 
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Wrote on the firſt Leaf of a Manuſcript 
taken in Mr. GurNney's Short. Hand. 


E RE, Curioſity, forbear to pry; 
Vain the deſire, and impotent the eye! 
« Had we the key, each line would doubtleſs prove 
44 A treaſonous libel, or a tale of love; 
« Here pilter'd puns, or there a bawdiy ſcene, 


As mirth or malice guides the flippant pen.“ 


Vain ſearchers, go, untwiſt the threads of light, 
And meaſure mountains in the orb of night ! 

Or bend your ſight to count the inſe& troop 

That crowd each leaf, and tenant every drop! 
Nor gaze in vain this eye—bewildering ſcene, 
The child of Gurney's hieroglyphic pen. 


3 
PT te AU T HO 


On his Book of SHoRT- WRITING. 
Culpantur fruſtra calami.— — ( — FOR, 


Y Intuition is the Seraph taught | 

To read the mind, and interchange the thought? 

Does on his breaſt the living language lie, 

And quick ideas circle at the eye? 

—Nor has mankind an art unequal found : 

And taught the eye to catch the letter'd ſound : 

While thus the dumb exulting tell their care, 

And deafneſs ſees the ſounds he cannot hear. 

Hut ſlow the ſpeaking hand till Gurney ſprung, 

And form'd the finger rival to the tongue. 
Tale-licens'd travellers are won: to boaſt. 

Amazing converſe in the realms of froſt; 

Lips more unheard, each ſound in ice entomb'd, 

Stagnate his current and his wing benumb'd, 

Slumbers inactive, till a warmer sky | 

Unbinds the glebe, and bid the accents fly —— 

Thus Gurney's arts the fleeting word cangeal 

And ſtay the wanderer to repeat his tale, | 

When the quick eye- ball thaws the letter'd plain, 

Calls out the ſound, and wakes the dormant ſtrain. 
Taught by thy rules, while panting hearts indite, 


Obedient hands with equal ardour write; 


And diſtant friends rejoicing know to ſpeak, 

Vrapt in a ſheet, the converſe of a week: 

Go further, Gurney, and thy wond'rous toil 

Shall print the ſigh, and imitate the ſmile. 
Whate'er the tongue or trembling ſtring commands, 
Shall live obedient to the ecchoing hands, 

Each air and grace the faithful letter bring, 

If Silvia liſp, or ſoft Amelia ſing. | 


Cambridge, St. John's, E. D. 
May 14, 1751. | 
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To th AUTHOR, Fe. 


.  Scribas, ut toto non quator anno 
Membranam poſcas. Ho. 


— 


HE nice-wrought acorn (ſay the learn'd) contains 
The oak's vaſt branches in its little veins 

Each leaf diſtin, and ev'ry fibre-line 

Mark'd unentangled on the ſmall deſign ; 

Nor leſs the wonders of the pygmy ſcene, 

That live the miniature of Gurney's pen. 

Yon ſpacious landſcape of the painted mead, 
The winding flood, and mountain clad in ſhade, 
The gem-ſet concave of the midnight pole, 
Where wand'ring worlds in wild confuſion roll, 
Fair, as we gaze, and undiſorder'd lie, 

Plan'd on the little tablet of the eye. 
Thus Gurney's art contracts the mighty plan, 


And ſinks th' immenſe of ſcience to a ſpan. 


Lo! here a line confines a Tully's rage, 
Or Livy's empire itretches half a page; 
Poetic fires in narrow limits dwell, 
And learned oceans ſlumber in a ſhell. 
Had earlier ages, happy as our own, 
Ingenious friend, thy flying finger known; 
If pages then beneath thy daſh bad ſprung, 
Th' unfiniſh'd ſounds {till trembling on the tongue, 
O' er pregnant ſheets the quick ideas ſpread, 
As ſhow'ry drops imprint the duſty mead ; 
Now pale ey'd ſcribes had watch'd their midnight oil 
O'er the ſlow progreſs of their folio——toll ; 
Nor lab*ring ſcience would have ſought redreſs 
From the nice ſtructure of th' immortal preſs, 


Feb. z, 175%. 
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To the AUTHOR, r. 
Nondum lingua ſilet; dextra perigit opus. Mart. 


N leſs enlighten'd ages hadſt thou liv'd, 


Gurney, thine art had witchcraft been believ'dz * 
With doubtful fear they'd view'd the flrange defign, + 


And thought inchantmeni dwelt in ev'ry line. 

The ſavage prince, who left his native ſands, 

To learn the ſcience of politer lands, 

Admiring thought European ſaw the ſounds, 

And painted accents o'er the ſpotted grounds, 

Had he then ſeen thy magic lines appear, 

The tardy words ſtil] tingling in his ear; 

Pluck'd from the wing of time, thy pens exceed 

(Amaz'd he'd cry'd) their fleeting fire in ſpeed. 
Labours of ages, ſuch, thine art we view 

Intire, and yet epitomiz'd hy you. 

Tedious the folto; hut the little plan 

In expedition qualifies the man. 

Gurney, for ever bloom thy generous praiſe, 

And wear unrival'd the compendious bays. 

Dec. 1% 170 ..-- 


H. B. 


K 8 * 


Jo the AUTHOR. 


5 yain the poet taught th' unletter'd age: 
Commitieg to his memory the page 
Imperfe& hung: His feeble mind convey'd + 
Fictitious numbers, ſubjects unarray'd ; 
Till time the tedious midnight volumes fil d, 
That to ſuperior Gurney's art mult yield. 
Quick flies the pen to actuate the thought; 
Caiches the accent in the inſtant wrovght ; 


\ 


Diſplays 


| 11 
Diſplays it to the eye; then feeds the ſenſe 
2B On wit and beauty; in the vaſt expanſe 
i - Unlimited the fond conceptions find, 
1 That ſwell the thought, and captivate the mind. 
In this ſhort page he ſcorns the vulgar rules, 

And mounts above the limits of the ſchools. 
On Pegaſean wings aloft he flies; 
Secrets explor'd from hidden nature tries; 
Where time anticipated bounds the ſcene, 
Fill'd with the ſwifter progreſs of his pen. 

Such is thine art, and ſuch the grand deſign! 
Figures make ſenſe, and bid th' idea ſhine. 
In copious excellence, th' abſtracted ſound, 
Lives, without letters, and in words abound, 
The univerſal regiſter of fame 
Shall fix in record gen'rous Gurney's name. 
Improv'd mankind ſhall join the great applauſe, 
And nobleſt numbers own the nobleſt cauſe, i 

Sept. 17. 1751. „.. 


N. B. If any difficulty ſhould ariſe, direct to JOSEPH 
G URN HV, Son and Succeſſor to the Author, 
Bookicller in Holborn, oppoiite Hatton-Ganden, 
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ADDITIONAL DIRECTIONS 
TO THE | 


LE ARNE WM 


IT E following pages, which refer to the two en- 

grav'd pages, folio 37 and 38, are intended for 

the learner, after he has attained a tolerable knowledge 

of the theory of the art, {and not before) to aſliſt and 
cxpedite him in practiſing after a ipeaker, &c. 

It may be oblcrved, there are but 8 capital ſtrokes, 
that can be made w ith a pen, to be well diſtinguiſhed 
rom each other, which are 4 ſtrait and 4 curves: The 
ſuſt ſour are the letters 4, 7, s, ; the others c, J, p, mz 
which four laſt, put together, compoſe a circle. As the 
letters a, , Rand in due and the fame poſition, and the 
letters c, 4, are the lame, theſe make 10 letters, In 
order. to niake vp the whole alphabet, it is abſolutely 
neceſiary, that ſome of theſe Prircipal ſrokes ſhould be 
blended with each other; as for initance, the letter + 
is part of the letters à and rc; the letter e is part of 4 
and à; the letter F part of and /; the letter g part 
ot c and r; the letter 4 is a compound character of 7, ; 
as the av is of a, d, &c. 

Here are three letters which ſtand in one and the 


ſame poſition, namely a, 5, ; the two latter having 


much the ſame ſound, need little or no diſtinction, and 
it is {ufticient that the x is made a little larger than the 
Other. 

As for a and 5, the letters ſucceeding will always 
diſcover its proper name, as one ends at the top, and 


the other at the bottom, and that the letter 4 is ne- 
Ver 


— 7 ̃ÿ—ꝛ—— — - - — — ——— —L¼ 
* - - No 


[ 49 ] 


ver wrote but at the beginning of a word; ſuch a, 
am, at, aſe, application, appellation, all, aſſent, ain, 
attribute, &c. Which, it being a vowel, is repreſented 
Elſewhere by a dot in its place, as page the 13th. Her: 
the ſucceeding letter begins where that ends at the 
top; but wherc the letter s is uſed, the ſucceeding 
letter will appear at the bottom, as ppl“, Il 
der, ſparrows, ſmart, ſmith, frvalleav, Hauugliten, Sc, 
Note, where the letter ? inmedi:.tely follows, uſe the 
round character, as in frong, //rmach, jiorm, fireizht, 
exvard, &c. 

The /, which lands for the perſon he, is never uſed 
to begin a word, but will naturally join after 4, J, x, 
1, or any conſonant, as a termination, 


„ 
y 
4 


II. In practiſing on the conſonants oply, where 
they will join, ſo as not to take off the pen, to ex- 
preſs the vowels, ſuch as aggreſſor, be/pear, ſpinſler, com- 
plain, compare, difhonow', complication, afplication, ad- 
dition, comfort, conſideration, declare, diſpute, conſolation, 
ſpecimen, digemble, gualijication, aſſent, conſent, deplore, &c. 
for which turn to page „, column the fig. 

Thus the conſonants will naturally join to write any 
words, where there is ro need to ſound the vowels, cx— 
cept the letter x, then the pen muſt be taken off, as in 
Oxftordjbire, exalt, examine, expreſs, excuſe, exempt, ca- 
plai, next, perplex'd, expoſe, &c. | N 

And as A and &, are fignified by a touch behind che 
laſt contonant, the following may ſuffice for ex... 
direction, finnicle, article, bookſeller, miracle, tacit, frack:siy, 
October, almanack, Pairick, See column the ſecond, on 

4288 
the ſame page. 1 1 


= A kk... 
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N III. In practiſing on the alphabet and arbitrary 
N characters, and e rules, without taking off 
| the pen, to exprels vowels, &c. as in handkerchief, 
 Uſoeliewe, according, alphabet, ſabjecting, full-pot, pot-full, 
: | _ Charing-erofs, Giſfutable, ſhectacles, infinite, demonſtrable, 
4 | manyfold, expeFation, charitable, uſe -/ulneſs, commendable, 
. | e tribulation, ſubornation, See column the 
N third. 
5 IV. Example with the vowels, Sc. Mountain, main- 
| tain, tra; fatory, ſabvath,  OFFery, namen tity, London, 
| | Maidſtone, arindoav, chafppel, chirney, plenty, pre-ſuppoſe, 
, | Charter -houle, round- Lenze, Southſea, ſiatute, crab, cannot 


tell, attribute. See column the fourth. 

Here it may be ſcen, that words ſounded by the 
ſame conſonants may be eaſiiy diſtinguiſhed by vary- 
: ins into the vowel's places, as in the two firſt, the 
p © conſonants wen are only put down, ſo likewiſe the 
5 words lamb and /imb, aurath, Ruth, match, much. 


ö In ſome words, the varying into the vowel's place, 
o will not diſtipgoiſh, as for c/caent and /ament, the con- 

ſonants nut will do for either, and the a and e have 
f one and the ſame place; but then the ſenſe will ap- 
: | pear in the reading at firſt ſight, whenever it ſhall 
, happen. 


V. There are two characters for the letter 2; no 
need to call one conſonant the other vowel; they be- 
8 ing of two forts only, for conveniency in joining: The 
' perſonal you is only uſed when the letter 2 immediately 
follows, as in given, raven, leaven, cloven, &c. The 
other when the letter 4 ſucceeds, ſo, as If oy to 
Orm. 


1 42 J 


form it inſtantaneouſly into the termination wed a« 
ave Or Javed, love or lowed, mode or mowed, rower or 
roved, ſhove or ſhoved, crave Or craved, See column 
the fifth. 

But where the Fe A c as in the words 
purſue, write prs and dot for 2; revenue is run and dot 
for # ; re/idue is r/d and dot for u. 


VI. There are two charaQers for the better „ in 
order for expedition, the round one being never uid 
at the end of a word, nor to begin, unleſs where the 
letter 1 immediately follows, as in ffranger, ſlulborn, 
Kc. It will raturiily join to any conſonant where ne- 
ceſſary, and is of great àadvartage in writing abundance 
of words, ſor inſtance, (ſee column the 5th) in- 
fult, inſlitutiom, diltribatic 2, couſultation, miſtruſt, reſolu- 
420 *. | 

The termination 7:7 vill eafily he known from the 
letter 5, as it gener. 1 falls at the end of a word; 1 
ſome long words it does not, as in ing ton, evarnmms- 
Pan, &. 


VII The words os, is, and ws, are ſigniſied by the 
fral e, in the place of the vowel foregoing, o the fra 
ſtands high, the ſccond dire in the line, the third in 
tte race of 2. 

The words , and ie ate ſignifed by a dot for each, 
but, in general, they will be underſtood without writ- 


in 4 th em at. 7 = where theo) * wil maten 7 10 ll}; 5 . cry 
of Co 4, gf:ry of | DEQVER, glory yp of the Lord, {firit of Coriji, 


2 o the Lord, D of Gad, &? O66 of God, 7 Acfirane 67 
4 g. 


hare 


cut: wu. that ²˙ . ene eco. oa. 


a a. Aa... i. 


— — 0G 
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I have kept as cloſe to the alphabet as poſſible, and 
doubt not but practice will ſoon render the artiſt ca- 
pable to take a ipecch or {c1mon as ſpoken ; but if 
any diffculty ſhould be met with in writing after a 
very quick ſpeaker, I would recommend that of writing 
ſome ſevv words cient rather than to perplex the 
memory with too mary arbitrary characters, as may be 
ſeen by column the ſixth. | 


1 


. of 
A V 
„ 
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Court of Eæcheguer Comprehenfible Evangelical 


Peguerth | Tutation 7 ranſu Leantt ation 
Writ of Error Gli fication Transe reſſiou 
Condemnation Evan f 70 iſt Interpretation. 


Many of my ſcholars, who have been capable of wiiting 
with eaſe after a common ſpeakcr, I have found to 
be not very exact in placing the jerions, moods, and 
terſes, with the particles, &c. according to art: But J 
weuld edv'ſe all to be as curious in them as poſſible, and 
they will find their account in ſo doing (it being the 
benvty of the art), and ſo natural and eaty, that who- 
ever is capable of learning the alphabet, need not dovbt 
of attaining it. Ihe pages 19, 20, 21, and 22, will 
put this beyond all doubt. | | 
For farther light herein. J have added page 38 in 
this edition, which the artiſt is Celired to compare 
with what follows, the four pages mentioned, being all 
paſitives, by the adding muff, canft, did, ſhall or ſhould, 
64, mas, had, would, let, &c. beſore the perion, it 1s 
turn'd into a queſtion, viz, 7? rr 2», 


Nu 


24 | 
thou 
he 


be 


Mut a we > be | 
ye 
you 
| they | 


1 ) 


ways, as 


miſjed. 


1 


Mt I te 


E1 
thou Canſt thou do 
he Did he come 


he 


Should ſhe know 


Canſt & we > have | Could ave hold 


ye Can ye make 

you May you find 

they | Had they been 
„ - Would it anferer 


Ile could unt have 
C:ould he not have 
Con'd net he have 
He might not Hawe p 
Right wwe not hawe had 


So, by adding the negative, 201, the affirmative or 
queſtion is turned into a negative, and that divers 


She could not have been 
Could [fe not hace been 
Could not le hae been 


Mig. not ve hg had 


May tot I come, Cann? thou g9, Will not he take, Muſt nit 
ſhe be, fre not ewe, Oug ht not ye, Had not you been, Did not 
they ſer, Could not it he. 

May I not come, Caunot thou go, Will he not tate, I:/7 
foe NE he, Are wwe not, Cupght Je nets Had ou not been, 
Did they not fee, Could it not be. 

Iceulil not have had, Thou c:uldft nit have been, lle 
could tt hade ſai, She cculd not hawe dune, We could 
not hae mace, Te cculd not Fave known, tou could not 
Base heard, 1hiy night not have came, It had not {een 


By theſe fort ſeveral thouſands of characters, for words 
and ſentences, may be wrote with great facility. 
The reading will diſtinguiſh, according to the perſon 


ſus- 


"= 


6 — — — 2 — a3 A 


— — — 
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E 


ſucceeding, whether to read avas or avaſt, auhere or avert, 
tas or Haſt, had or hadj?, fhaii or fecule, ſhalt, ſpouldeſt, 
may, Or mayeſ., cau or gift, avoald or wouli/t, could or 
couldſi, og or ohe, let or lettiſt: Thus broke or 
broken, piece or pieces, fall or fell, 


Of Poi rie. 


For a full-ſtop leave a double dance. 

For a new fubj<c. © gin ne 

J have obtained non bu. of my ſcholars a palm or 
chapter, and erared chem {rom tt cir own hand- 
writing. from wh © wil ran itly appear tue utility of 
it, and how eaſuy one can reac what another w:ites. It 
is poſſible ſome may jo.n more words togsther without 
taking off tie pen, thu others, yet the words are wrote 
the ſame | 

In order for expedition, 1 would adviſe the uſe 
of a hard nibb'd pen. Wnen 4 council quotes an 
author or ſtatute, where he reads, take down the 
folio, aud leave an opening, Khich may be illed up 
at your  letinre; ſo the fame if a divine reads a 
paſiage in ichbture, take chap, and ver. guck iupply 


that at your. leiſure. If a ſentence. is ſpoke incor- 


} 


rect, and gain repcated, that which is to be ne- 
glected draw a £:9:%c through i if a ſingle word 
it requires blotting out, draw two ſtrokes, (as =) 
through it, then = can't lignity auy word ig ſhort- 
hand. 

In page 36, I have added an epitome of an 
Index to a Common-place. book, according to Mr. 
Loches method, which may be put on two pages = 

the 


L 00.4 
the end of the book, by the help of which, any 
thing you have thought worthy of a place tber 
may be found. For inſtance, in my Common: place 
book, page 60, I have remarked ſomeching fron 
an ingenious author, on ace; in My ludex, in 
the compartment belonging to 5, on the line be— 
lonoing to à, the firit vowel in the word Space, ] 
put 60, the page where to find it. In page 16, | 
have a poem on creation, which I find by putting 
16 on the line of e in C, e being the firſt vowel in 
creation, &c 

To preſerve the uniformity of the Index, there is 
no letters K, V, and W, waich are io be tupplie: by 
the letters C, I, and U, and as the Q has always the 
voucl U after it, it is put to the U in Z. 


— j — _—_ | \ 
| * 
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77 E whoſe names are under-written, hav- | 


ing learned this method of Short-hand, 
do, in juſtice to the Author, affirm, that 
this book alone is ſufficient to teach the 


; art perfeftly , it being properly adapted to the 


ws <->. V 
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capacities of learners in general, and to the | 


moſt uſefu! purpoſes of the art, with reſpect 
to Law, Phyſic, Divinity, &c. 


6 William Chinnery, Junior, Writing-maſter, and AC- 

| comptant, in Gough-iquare, who for his own private 
uſe has wrote in this method the Book of Fialms, | 
and the New Teſtament (Vid. page 35.) 


Thomas Harper, Writing-maſter and Accomptant, at 
Croydon, Surry, 


aac Harman, Clerk to Thomas Naſh, Eſq; Lambeth. 
(Vide page 32.) 


John Fenarict, Writing- maſter and Accomptant, in Mar- 
ſnam-ſtrect, Weitminſter, 


882 
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Frederick Miller, Page to his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of Cumberland, (Vide page 21.) 


Richard Hale, Writing-maſter and Accomptant, St. 
Thomas's, Southwark. . 
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Poſt ah Lewis, who has wrote the New Tefament in 
this method in 100 hours, the Book of Pſalms in 
30 hours, and the Books of Job, Proverbs, Eccle- 
ſiaſticus, and Solomon's Song in 24 hours, all Which 
the curious may freely inſpect. (Vide page 33.) 

Fohn Payne, Bookſeller, at the Feathers, Paternoſter- 

Row. (Vide page 29.) 


Henry Fenwick, Trane, Stanhope-ſtreet, Clare.Mar- 
ket. 


John Bourn, at Mr. Fearing's, Abb-Church-Lane. 
Foſeph Bedder, Baſing Lane. 
Mark arkup, Junior, at the War-office, Woolwich. 


TFoſeph Ruſſell, Cooper, Virginia-ſtreet, Wellcloſe- 
Square. | 


Lawrence Pitt, Book-keeper, at the George-inn, Snow- 


* Jaac Padman, at the Bank of England, 


U 


Thomas Marſom, at Mr. . near King Ed- 
ward's Stairs. 


Fobn Marſom, at Mr. "Paylor's, s, near ditto. 


Thomas Wells, Chaſer, Cock-Court, St. Martin's le 
Grand. 


Bernard Bayley, Watch-maker, in Plummer's-Court, near 
the Vine-tavern, Holborn, 


William Petty, at Mrs. Harris's, the Wheat ſheaf, in 
Wood ſtreet. 


Fohn North, Chaſer, St, Martin- s le Grand. 
Charles Chinner, at the Hermitage, Wapping, 
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